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Founders
 Emil Mitev, President
 Jean-Pierre Fiset, VP
 Ian Gough, Secretary
 Tracey Lauriault, Treasurer & Community

Liaison
 Alexandre Lemieux, Member



Tagline Mandate
 ogWiFi est un groupe à but non lucratif which

aims to build a Community Communication
Infrastructure dans les espace publics et privées
of our cities

 w/ volunteers operating sur les deux côté de la
rivière Ottawa

 aidant aux commerces and organizations à
partager leurs connections Internet avec
customers, the public & neighbourhoods



HotSpot Model



Captive Portal Pages



The Technology
Standing on the Shoulders of Giant Penguins

 Linux-based Operating System,
OpenWRT

 Wifidog captive portal page software
 Linksys WRT54G



Technology - in progress
 Script to decrease the difficulty in

deployment
 Locative portal - geomatics
 Antenna testing
 Terminus Project (w/ Île sans fil)



Society - in progress
 Community Health & Resource Centres
 Community Associations
 Business Industry Associations
 Social housing & marginalized

neighbourhoods (Rethinking Poverty)

 Lots of networking



Innovation to community WiFi
 Deployment Script
 Official incorporation
 HotSpot Agreement form
 Bilingual, 2 provinces
 Infrastructure Sharing – tech + legal +

knowledge
 Knowledge Dissemination & Collaboration

– Alliance communauté sans fil



Future  – Canada & Beyond
 Location portals
 Interesting problems, geeks stay, more volunteers, social

capital is good, CWIs will continue to grow
 Disruptive technologies?
 More collaboration between groups
 Lobbying – federal, provincial & local
 Knowledge pooling & specialization - distributed
 Municipal partnerships
 Puplic participation + KN = change telcos, gov
 Telcos may crack down
 More women + different classes



Future  –  Canada & Beyond
 Emergency Preparedness uses
 Rural, remote and near rural areas may need to have

citizen's fibre infrastructures or dev. antenna mesh
networks

 The North in Canada will be very important
 Scalability – Connecting the Infrastructures
 "mesh" intra net – less reliant on ISPs for local
 Self organizing in the dev. countries?
 Dev. Countries - telemedicine, weather, education
 Cheaper access in dev. Countries



Thanks to
 Canadian Internet Policy and Public Interest Clinic

(CIPPIC) - legal
 Wataru Watanabe - graphics
 Île sans fil à Montréal
 Flora.org Community Web – lists service
 Creative Neighbouhoods - support
 Christine McKay & Richard Balance - Computer
 Cooperix.net - authentication server


